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Asia Region Turtle Conservation Program, PO BOX 179, Tel: 04 3773 7858

25th January 2010
Applications invited for the Asian Turtle Program’s sixth Tortoise and Freshwater Turtle Field Skills Development Training Course

The Asian Turtle Conservation Program (ATP) of Cleveland Metroparks Zoo, in cooperation with Cuc Phuong National Park’s Turtle Conservation Center (TCC) will be hosting its sixth annual field skills training course focused on research and conservation of tortoises and freshwater turtles. The course will be held from March 13th – 20th 2010. Scholarships will be offered covering training and accommodation costs for ten university students and young conservation professionals.

The course is aimed at providing students with basic knowledge about turtle ecology, field skills and survey techniques, field identification, recording field records, and use of radio telemetry to study the home range and wild ecology. Through participation in the course, students will also become aware of the major threats to Vietnam’s turtles, and the role Vietnam plays in the larger regional crisis facing Asian turtles.  

Participants will also be given the opportunity to complete a short research project (two to three weeks) during 2010 following the training course. Research projects will be designed and conducted by the students with assistance from the ATP. Small grants will be provided for students to complete these research projects. Projects may also count towards university thesis research if agreed by the student’s university. (Note: Good English language is a requirement for involvement in the small research projects). Research project dates are flexible but availability should be stated by applicants in their application form. 
Course dates:  March 13 - 20, 2010
Course duration:  Seven days 

Number of participants:  Ten 

Location:  Cuc Phuong National Park, Ninh Binh province

Cost:  The Asian Turtle Conservation Program will cover food, accommodation, and reasonable transport costs for course participants.

Requirements:  This course is for Vietnamese university students and young biologists and conservationists. 

Candidates should apply by completing and submitting the application form attached no later than 28th February 2010.
Please send applications to:

Mr. Hoang Van Ha

Asian Turtle Program (ATP)

Postal address: PO Box 179, GPO Hanoi

Tel: ++84 (04) 3773 7858
Fax: ++84 (04) 3773 7856

Email: Asianturtleprogram@gmail.com 

Instructors

Tim McCormack:  Tim is serving as research coordinator for the ATP. Tim has also served as team leader on field surveys and studies of critically endangered turtles in Vietnam since 2002.
Bui Dang Phong:  Phong has been the manager of Cuc Phuong National Park’s Turtle Conservation Center since 2001, and is the Vietnam’s leading expert on tortoises and freshwater turtles. Phong has received specialized training specific to tortoises and freshwater turtles from a range of experts from throughout the world. He has also participated in numerous field surveys, translocations, research, education and awareness activities, and wildlife enforcement training courses carried out by the Asian Turtle Program and its partner organizations.

Hoang Van Thai: Thai is one participant of the March training in 2006. He started working for Cuc Phuong National Park’s Turtle Conservation Centre since September, 2006. He has been a research staff of Cuc Phuong National Park since 2007. At present, he is responsible for researching in Keeled Box Turtle (Cuora mouhotii) program by Radio – tracking. 
Hoang Van Ha:  Ha is one participant of the March training in 2007. He began working for ATP as a field researcher in June, 2008. He is one member of the Research Team of ATP that have conducted a lot of field surveys on turtles in Viet Nam
Nguyen Chi Nhan: Nhan is one participant of the March training in 2008. He started working for ATP as a field researcher in June 2008. At present, he is responsible for carrying field surveys on an endemic Vietnamese turtle (Mauremys annamensis) in the middle provinces of Vietnam. 
